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Pippa Smart

This year marks ALPSP’s 50th birthday, and in celebration of this,
we decided to ask some influential people for their views on pub-
lishing. Working closely with Laura Dormer and Todd Carpenter,
we invited several people to give us their thoughts on a range of
questions about the past, present and future of scholarly, and
society, publishing. | also took the opportunity (since this is my
last editorial as Editor-in-Chief) to add my perspectives as well. If
you are unfamiliar with any of our contributors, you can read
about them at the end of the article. Enjoy!

Pippa Smart

No matter how innovative the
technology, journals remain a place
where researchers can walk hand in

hand from today to tomorrow.

Josh Nicholson: Let me caveat this by saying that | have only
really ever interacted with research when it was already online. |
think scholarly publishing didn’t actually change so much when
transitioning from print to online. | often compare Einstein's 1916
paper predicting gravitational waves to the 2016 paper from
CERN detecting gravitational waves to make this point. Despite
100 years in between publications and the transition from print
to online, they look remarkably the same.

Even the most notable recent changes in our industry are not
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