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Analysis of the self-citation integrity of the title suppressed journals
in 2019 Journal Citation Reports ( JCR)

YE Qing, ZHANG Yuehong

Editorial Office of Journal of Zhejiang University-SCIENCE, Zhejiang University Press, 148 Tianmushan Road, Xihu District,
Hangzhou 310028, China

Abstract: [ Purposes| The purpose of this paper is to analyze the self-citation of 33 title suppressed journals listed in 2019 Journal
Citation Reports (JCR) , which serves as a warning to the integrity norms of Chinese scientific journals. [ Methods ] Quantitative
indexes related to 33 title suppressed journals and 241 journals indexed by SCI from China’s mainland were analyzed and the self-
citing rate (SCR) and distortions of category rank ( DCR) of them were calculated. In particular, the countries of publications,
publishers, disciplines, and category ranks of title suppressed journals were discussed. [ Findings] All the 33 journals in 2019 are
suppressed due to high SCRs. They are mainly distributed in developed countries and published by prestigious publishers. Most of
the suppressed journals are biomedical journals and rank in QI to Q3 JIF quartiles. [ Conclusions | Instead of truly reflecting the
academic influence of cited journals, citation distortion will harm the credibility of academic records and lead to related journals’
losing of positions in JCR. Therefore, emphasizing citation norms and enhancing the integrity of academic journals are always on
the way.
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