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Introduction 

• Acquiring vocabulary is important when studying English, 
as it assists in listening, speaking, reading, and writing. 

 
• The development of social life may bring about new 

words and relevant changes in vocabulary system. Thus, 
vocabulary in primary English textbooks should be 
updated accordingly. 

 
• To investigate primary school English word recognition, 

we develop an English webpage corpus (EWC) and 
compare the word lists in primary school English 
textbooks with the word frequency lists of several 
corpora.  
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Corpora statistics 
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Relevant indexes 
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Comparison results (1)  

• This result not only indicates that there are some 
similarities between the EWC and BNC word frequency 
list, but also reveals the differences between them. 
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Comparison results (2) 

• The word lists contained in the compulsory education 
primary school English textbooks (grades 3-6)published 
by the People’s Education Publishing House are 
relatively small, with limited breadth and low EWC, BNC, 
SUBTLEX-US, and CBBC recognition rates. 
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Conclusions 

• Words on the BNC frequency word list possess the 
feature of timeliness. 

• The primary school English word recognition rate is 
relatively low, not only from the perspective of general 
language, but also the specific language register for 
primary school children. 
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