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In recent years, many systems based on quantum
effects have been applied to precision measurement.
A laser pumped helium 4 absolute scalar atomic
magnetometer which is carried by the Swarm satellite
is used to measure the earth magnetic field intensity
(Fratter et al., 2016). China launched the first cold
atomic clock in 2016, in which frequency stabilized
laser systems were very important (Li et al., 2016). A
compact cold atom gravimeter was developed for
field application (Bidel et al., 2013). Most of these
systems, which require frequency stabilized laser
systems, are placed on moving platforms. The vibra-
tion of these platforms is an important noise source to
the laser frequency because the long-term changes of
adjustable parts may occur under the vibration con-
dition (Liu et al., 2013).

There are many laser spectroscopy schemes that
can be used as a reference for frequency locking
(Debs et al., 2008; Martins et al., 2010; Yang et al.,
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2010; Biesheuvel et al., 2013; Wan et al., 2016). Sat-
urated absorption spectroscopy is one of these con-
venient schemes used as reference for laser frequency
locking in precision measurement experiments (Debs
et al., 2008). In this scheme, reflecting mirrors are
adjusted for the coincidence of the pump field and
probe field. Therefore, long-term drift of the pump
light direction may occur from the change in mirrors
in a vibration environment. The long-term drift causes
a negative effect on laser frequency locking. To avoid
the vibration noise from separated reflecting mirrors,
we present a low pump field saturated absorption
spectroscopy without additional reflecting mirrors.
The reflected light of the probe beam from the inner
surface of the vapor cell is applied as the pump field.

The diagram of the low pump field saturated
absorption spectroscopy is shown in Fig. 1. The ma-
terial of the vapor cell is K9 glass with no coating on
the surfaces. The reflectivity of the glass is about 10%
and the length of the cell is about 7 cm.

The experiment is shown in Fig. 2. A 50 mW
795 nm laser of 4 mm diameter which is tuned to the
transitions Fy=3 to F, of Rb atoms is generated by a
commercial semiconductor diode laser Toptica DL
100. The light passes through an optical isolator and is
then reflected by a wedge prism. The prism is coated
with anti-reflective films and the reflectivity of each
surface is 1%. The laser beam reflected from the first
surface is normal to the vapor cell surface and acts as
the probe field. The angle between the direction of the
other reflected beam and that of the probe field is 20°.
Therefore, the saturated absorption spectroscopy only
exists in the signal of the probe field. The other re-
flected field acts as the reference field for eliminating
the Doppler absorption background. The signals are
detected with the differential mode and amplified by a
pre-amplifier with a factor of 10* V/A. The amplified
signal is sent to a lock-in amplifier SR 830. The
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reference signal of the lock-in amplifier is produced
by an arbitrary waveform generator RIGOL DG 4162,
which modulates the current of DL 100 via the current
modulation input interface (MOD). It is a sine signal
with a frequency of 2 kHz. The depth of modulation
of laser frequency is several MHz. The input and the
output of the lock-in amplifier are monitored with an
oscilloscope Tektronix TDS 2014C (not drawn in
Fig. 2). The output signal is used as the error signal of
the laser frequency and sent to the commercial Top-
tica proportional-integral-differential regulator (PID
110). The output of PID 110 is then sent to the scan
control module (SC 110), which controls the laser
frequency by controlling the voltage of the piezoe-
lectric ceramic (PZT). With different lengths of the
PZT, the length of the external cavity of DL 100 is
modified.
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Fig. 1 Low pump field saturated absorption spectroscopy
scheme
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Fig. 2 Experimental apparatus
OI: optical isolator; PD: photodiode detector; MOD: current
modulation input interface; PZT: piezoelectric ceramic

The low pump field saturated absorption spec-
troscopy is shown in Fig. 3. The deep curve back-
ground shows that the probe field is strongly absorbed
by the atoms when the laser is near resonance. The
peak 3 to 2 corresponds to the transition Fg=3 to F.=2
and the peak 3 to 3 corresponds to the transition F,=3
to Fe=3. The peak Co (2, 3) is the crossover peak. It is
clear that the amplitude of the signal in our scheme is
smaller than that in typical saturated absorption
spectroscopy. The signal contrast can reach 2% when
the probe beam is normal to the surface of the vapor
cell. It is large enough for frequency locking.
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Fig. 3 Low pump field saturated absorption spectroscopy
The horizontal coordinate represents laser frequency detuning
from the transition F,=3 to F.=2. The vertical coordinate
represents the signal amplitude

To evaluate the influence of the motion of the
vapor cell in our scheme, we measure the relative
intensity of the signal with different incident angles of
the probe beam (Fig. 4).
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Fig. 4 Relationship between incident angle of the probe
beam and the relative intensity of the signal

It is clear that the change rate of the relative in-
tensity is very small when the incident angle is
90°£1°. This means that the signal remains well
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within an angular tolerance of 2°. In a traditional
saturated absorption spectroscopy scheme, several
separated reflecting mirrors are used to adjust the
pump field direction in order to ensure that the pump
field and probe field coincide as much as possible.
However, there are springs in the holders of the mir-
rors, which may lead to long-term drift of the mirrors’
reflecting angle under vibration. These changes result
in the long-term drift of the direction of the pump
field. It is known that the coincidence degree of the
pump field and probe field is an important factor in
the effect of laser frequency locking. Thus, the
long-term drift of the direction of the pump field will
cause a long-term negative effect. Compared with the
traditional scheme, the low pump field scheme has no
additional reflecting mirrors. The long-term drift of
the mirror’s angle can be eliminated. In addition, it is
easier to control the motion of the vapor cell to within
2° than to suppress the long-term drift of the mirror’s
angle. Therefore, the low pump field scheme is less
sensitive to vibration than the traditional one.

Before locking the laser, we regulate the ex-
perimental apparatus by monitoring the input and
output of the lock-in amplifier. The signals of a
well-adjusted system are shown in Fig. 5. The input
signal (Fig. 5a) is the low pump field saturated ab-
sorption spectroscopy after eliminating the Doppler
absorption background. The output signal (Fig. 5b) is
the error signal for frequency locking.
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Fig. 5 Signals of a well-adjusted system
(a) Input of the lock-in amplifier; (b) Output of the lock-in
amplifier

To evaluate the performance, we lock the laser to
the transition F,=3 to F.=3 and record the error signal

for several hours. In order to achieve a clear com-
parison, only one hour of data is shown in Fig. 6. The
frequency of the laser varies in a wide range when it is
free-running. After the frequency is locked, the rela-
tive frequency fluctuation is about 2 MHz and the
performance is acceptable in most precision meas-
urement experiments.
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Fig. 6 Error signals before and after the frequency of the
laser is locked

In conclusion, we put forward and demonstrate
experimentally a laser frequency locking method
using low pump field saturated absorption spectros-
copy. Compared with the traditional high pump-low
probe configuration, our low pump-high probe con-
figuration is much simpler. There is no additional
reflecting mirror in the scheme, and so it is less sen-
sitive to vibration than the traditional scheme. It is a
technique that can find application in precision
measurement systems on moving platforms.

References

Bidel Y, Carraz O, Charriere R, et al., 2013. Compact cold
atom gravimeter for field applications. Applied Physics
Letters, 102(14):25-61.
https://doi.org/10.1063/1.4801756

Biesheuvel J, Noom DW, Salumbides EJ, et al., 2013. Widely
tunable laser frequency offset lock with 30 GHz range and
5 THz offset. Optics Express, 21(12):14008-14016.
https://doi.org/10.1364/0E.21.014008

Debs JE, Robins NP, Lance A, et al., 2008. Piezo-locking a
diode laser with saturated absorption spectroscopy. 4p-
plied Optics, 47(28):5163-5166.
https://doi.org/10.1364/A0.47.005163

Fratter I, Leger JM, Bertrand F, et al., 2016. Swarm absolute
scalar magnetometers first in-orbit results. Acta Astro-
nautica, 4:2465-2474.



174 Liang et al. / J Zhejiang Univ-Sci A (Appl Phys & Eng) 2018 19(2):171-174

https://doi.org/10.1016/j.actaastro.2015.12.025

Li L, Qu QZ, Wang B, et al., 2016. Initial tests of a rubidium
space cold atom clock. Chinese Physics Letters, 33(6):
063201.
https://doi.org/10.1088/0256-307X/33/6/063201

Liu B, Chen C, Xia J, et al., 2013. Design and implementation
of vibration isolation system for mobile doppler wind
LIDAR. Journal of the Optical Society of Korea, 17(1):
103-108.
https://doi.org/10.3807/JOSK.2013.17.1.103

Martins WS, Grilo M, Brasileiro M, et al., 2010. Diode laser
frequency locking using Zeeman effect and feedback in
temperature. Applied Optics, 49(5):871-874.
https://doi.org/10.1364/A0.49.000871

Wan JH, Liu C, Wang YH, 2016. Laser frequency locking
based on the normal and abnormal saturated absorption
spectroscopy of 8'Rb. Chinese Physics B, 25(4):145-149.
https://doi.org/10.1088/1674-1056/25/4/044204

Yang G, Wang J, Zhan M, et al., 2010. Bichromatic laser
frequency stabilization with Doppler effect and polariza-
tion spectroscopy. Chinese Optics Letters, 8(11):1095-
1097.
https://doi.org/10.3788/COL20100811.1095

HWAHE

A B: ATERSURNRER SR

B & FIHBOLE S E 7 5 I R 7 A S

S, SEHURZE S AT SOERE, 3= e AT
W BB 5B BT G I R

A8 & 1 TEMRARIRISO G H ST 75 A9 h SO 4 R 1 1
T SN E A s 2. MR IRoE e
RSB AR - 55 2R VR 1) 5288 7 20

o LRI R A s RS AR IR, SEEU
TR SO RE R E (B 1/ 2); 2.8
SEFUE 2R 97 32 O VAR AL S BT 7 B AR A
FERE (B 4)5 3,050 K FH 5 v SO A0 B e
MR (EI5F6).

: L ARZR I AR SO 1S 5 75 AT DA A oA
REUEMER; 2. (R M AIRSOE 1 55 E
LA SRR E, WA 2RO 5, 2%
BRI, BURACRZHIR W E N, XHE3)
T BE RE TE

#4Ei8: MORRISOETE; (KR KE; B3T7E



